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June 26, 2020 

 
 
 
Board Chairs and Directors of Education 
Ontario Public School Boards 
 
RE: Implementation of the New Math Curriculum 
 
Dear Board Chairs and Directors of Education: 
 
On behalf of the Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO) and our 83,000 
members I want to thank you for all your work during these unprecedented times. The 
ongoing public health crisis triggered by the COVID-19 pandemic has created incredible 
challenges, many of which we have been able to confront together. We hope to 
continue to work together over the coming months, as we prepare for our schools to 
reopen. 
 
On June 23, 2020, only a few days before the end of the current school year, the 
Minister of Education announced the release of a new math curriculum. The 
government’s announcement calls for this new math curriculum to be implemented as of 
September 2020, when schools will be potentially reopening after months of forced 
closures due to the pandemic. Our message to the government on this issue has been 
simple, now is not the time to implement a new math curriculum. 
 
ETFO members are not opposed to updates and improvements to the current math 
curriculum. Our members are dedicated professionals who welcome change when that 
change leads to better learning outcomes. However, the implementation of a 
significantly changed math curriculum, in the midst of an unprecedented public health 
crisis that has deepened learning gaps and created so much uncertainty, is unrealistic 
and counterproductive to the government’s stated objectives. 
 
ETFO and other education partners were given only minimal opportunities by the 
Ministry of Education to provide feedback on the curriculum. Without an appropriate 
plan and adequate time to prepare educators, administrators, students and their 
families, implementing this new math curriculum will create significant uncertainty within 
the system, at a time when everyone needs stability. 
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School boards and educators will be spending the next two months preparing for the 
reopening of schools, based on the framework released by the government. They 
should not be asked to divert precious time and resources away from the essential task 
of planning for schools to safely reopen in order to implement a significantly changed 
math curriculum in such a compressed timeline. 
 
We ask that you join our call for the government to delay the implementation of the math 
curriculum, or alternatively work on a revised two-year implementation timeline. This 
would allow the government, school boards and educators additional time to develop a 
robust implementation plan and ensure that the necessary professional development 
takes place. 
 
In a recent survey of ETFO members conducted by the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, 
84 per cent of respondents found that students’ overall readiness to learn had worsened 
as a result of the pandemic; 88 per cent found that distance learning had negatively 
impacted students with unique learning needs; and 91 per cent reported the same for 
students living in poverty.  
 
This September, students, educators, staff and administrators will face significant 
challenges as schools reopen. With new safety protocols, classes with alternating 
attendance and the need to close the learning gaps that have been deepened by the 
school closures, this is definitely not the time to roll out a new math curriculum.  
 
I hope that we can count on you to speak up for our school communities and to work 
with educators, students and their families to continue to build a public education 
system that is inclusive, equitable and high-quality. 
 
I look forward to your response. 
 

Sincerely, 
                                                 
 

      
 
      Sam Hammond 
      President 
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