
 
 

Elementary Teachers’ Federation of Ontario (ETFO) 
Fédération des enseignantes et des enseignants de l’élémentaire de l’Ontario (FEEO) 

136 ISABELLA ST  
TORONTO ON  M4Y 0B5 

Telephone: 416-962-3836 Toll-free: 1-888-838-3836 
Fax: 416-642-2424 

etfo.ca 

 
  
 

 
 

November 23, 2020 
 
 

 
 
The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Premier's Office, Room 281 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1  
 
The Honourable Stephen Lecce 
Minister of Education 
5th Floor 
438 University Ave 
Toronto, ON M5G 2K8 
 
 
Dear Premier Ford and Minister Lecce: 

 

For months, parents, educators and many of Ontario’s top health experts have clearly 

stated what schools need to keep students and educators safe. We have called for 

smaller classes to allow for physical distancing, appropriate ventilation in all classrooms 

and masking for all students. Instead of investing some of the $9.3 billion in unallocated 

contingency funds to reduce class sizes, implement class size caps and immediately 

improve ventilation in schools, your government has sat on this money, while students, 

educators and their families continue to risk their health.  

 

As COVID-19 numbers continue to rise in communities across the province at an 

alarming rate, educators are concerned for the safety of our schools. According to Dr. 

David Fisman, Professor of Epidemiology at the University of Toronto, contrary to what 

your government has been telling the public, Ontario does not have the appropriate data 

to determine how schools are contributing to the spread of COVID-19. There is a 

significant lack of systematic, school-based surveillance. “It is my opinion that we do 

have COVID-19 amplification in schools,” he says. "We have seen dramatic increases in 

per cent positivity of COVID-19 tests in both young children and teens since schools 

opened. With approximately 60 per cent of new COVID-19 cases in Ontario currently 
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having no known epidemiological link, it is certainly not correct to state with certainty 

that infections in teachers, staff and students are NOT acquired in schools.” 

 

Classes in some of Ontario’s hotspots are as big as 32 students as a direct result 

of your government’s mishandling of the return to school plan. This makes physical 

distancing impossible. Unlike the two metres of distance that Ontarians are asked to 

keep between themselves and others in public spaces, your government decided to 

implement a lower threshold of one metre of distance between students, simply to save 

money. Even this lower threshold is impossible to maintain in many Ontario classrooms.  

 

The impossibility of physical distancing in many classrooms is compounded by poor 

ventilation and not having mandatory masking policies for all students in some school 

boards. With the arrival of colder weather students and educators will be spending more 

time indoors. It is no longer feasible to suggest that windows remain open to improve 

poor ventilation. The need for universal masking and improved ventilation is increasingly 

urgent. 

 

Educators know better than anyone else how central schools are to the lives of families 

and the health of communities. We have witnessed the disproportionate impact of this 

pandemic on racialized and low-income communities which have also been left without 

the necessary resources and support. 

 

ETFO educators and others have been doing an outstanding job to support our students 

and adjust to teaching in this pandemic. However, we know that getting through this 

winter requires investment in the health and safety of our public schools. It is absolutely 

necessary for all students to have smaller classes, proper ventilation, universal masking 

and adequate supports for those who engage in virtual learning. 

 

What needs to happen now, according to Dr. Fisman, is a “reduction of class sizes to 15 

students maximum for elementary schools and improvement in ventilation in schools 

through the use of HEPA filters, open windows wherever possible, outdoor activities 

wherever practical, and the use of CO2 monitors to ensure that ventilation is adequate.” 

 

In recent weeks, your government has continued to insist we are not seeing the spread 

of COVID-19 in our public schools. Where is the data to support this claim? How can we 

know this when contact tracing has almost entirely broken down in parts of the province 

and when there is no school-based surveillance? You are locking down regions of this 

province but failing to acknowledge that schools are contributing to the alarming 

increase in cases in these communities.   

 

We understand that there are costs associated with putting additional measures in place 

for the health and safety of our public schools, but I would hope, Premier Ford and 
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Minister Lecce, that you would agree that Ontario’s children are worth it.  Elementary 

educators are calling on your government to listen to experts, collect the necessary data 

and invest in public education now to prevent a complete lockdown of this province in 

the coming months. What needs to happen is clear, the only question is whether your 

government will live up to its commitment to spare no expense to ensure that our public 

schools are safe. 

 
 

      Sincerely, 
                                                 
 
 
 
 
       

Sam Hammond   
 President 
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Copy:  Andrea Horwath, Leader, Official Opposition 
  Steven Del Duca, Leader, Ontario Liberal Party 
  Mike Schreiner, Leader, Ontario Green Party 

Marit Stiles, MPP – Davenport 
Kathleen Wynne, MPP – Don Valley West 

 


