
 

 

 

 
 

 

To:   ETFO Thames Valley Teacher Local Members  

 
From:  Craig Smith, President, ETFO Thames Valley Teacher Local (ETFO TVTL) 
   
Date:   August 7, 2020 
 
Regarding: Summary of Meeting with Deputy Minister of Education (Shared with Local Presidents) 
 
 

 
Presidents, we participated in another very brief meeting today with the Deputy Minister.  The 
only agenda item was the reopening and an update on the working groups. The meeting 
summary is as follows: 
  
1.   Andrew Davis reviewed “restart” issues including the release of the B memo on funding for 

additional staffing: 
 

 30 million for teacher staffing to bring down the class size to the average number; 

 50 million for custodial and cleaning supplies; 

 10 million for EAs and additional monies for mental health supports which may include 
the hiring of additional paraprofessionals. 

 
A question was asked about the suggestion in the memo that boards could use ‘reserves’ to help 

offset class size.  Would there be a mechanism in place to monitor this? The answer was no. 
 
2.  Clarification was sought about the Premier’s recent comment to the media about a 

kindergarten classroom with two educators and the possibility of two cohorts of 15 students 
each.  Nancy Naylor indicated that she was aware of the comment and suggested that the 
Premier didn’t mean to convey that they would be splitting up the kindergarten students.  The 
Ministry was reminded of their contractual and legal obligations (Education Act) with respect 
to the staffing of the K classes. 

 
3.  Nancy Naylor concluded this discussion by stating that the reopening situation is fluid. The 

backdrop is positive. There have been four consecutive days of ‘less than 100 cases per day’ 
in Ontario. She also stated that she understands the role we have to advocate for our 
members and hopes that we can continue talking. 

 
4.  Nancy also provided a very brief update on the meetings of the working groups. 
 

 
For more information regarding this summary please contact the ETFO Local office by phone at 519-
474-3150 or by email at etfotvtl@etfothamesvalley.com. 
 
 
 
c. ETFO TVTL Released Officers 
 Terry Card, President, ETFO Thames Valley Occasional Teacher Local   
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