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To:   ETFO Thames Valley Teacher Local Members  

 
From:  Craig Smith, President, ETFO Thames Valley Teacher Local (ETFO TVTL) 
   
Date:   January 15, 2021 
 
Regarding: Summary of Meeting with Deputy Minister of Education/Affiliates (Shared with Local 

Presidents) 
 
 

Good Afternoon Presidents, today marked the return to our weekly meetings with the Deputy 
Minister. As I know you can appreciate, we had several items that we wanted to raise but were 
only provided with a 30 minute window of time to do so.  The summary of our discussion is 
outlined below: 
  
1. In-person Learning for Special Needs Students -Serious concern was expressed about the 

disparities that are occurring across the system with respect to what students are receiving in-
person instruction in areas of school closures. Specific examples were shared. A call for 
clarification and a directive to Boards to address this issue was made. The DM committed to 
raising this and agreed that the call out to provide this option was not intended for all students 
who are identified. The Ministry is willing to work on situations where Boards went too far (I 
will send her a list after consulting with locals) and will discuss on call with Directors later 
today. The DM was also advised that educators are struggling with fear and anxiety about 
being in school and  urged to address their issues. 
 

2. Northern Schools - The conversation regarding special educations classes in the south 
evolved into the expression of similar concerns for those who are teaching students in the 
north. The DM was asked if the decision to keep these schools open in the midst of a 
provincial State of Emergency based on medical advice or connectivity issues.  The DM was 
advised of the toll that these decisions (special education issues and northern school 
openings) are having on the mental health and well-being of educators. We urged the Ministry 
to recognize that we are mitigating the impact of a global pandemic and recognize that 
learning will not be status quo.  Medical advice should be driving all decisions re school 
opening. 
 

3. PPM requirement -The DM was asked to reconsider the instructional minutes requirement in 
the PPM. The number of minutes is not reasonable given the limitations that parents and 
educators are currently facing if they also have children at home.  The DM confirmed that she 
is hearing from others on this issue including parents and school boards.  She undertook to 
raising our strong advice on this issue with the government. 
 

4. Access to Child Care -The Affiliates raised the issue of child care and discussed the needed 
for further expansion to those educators who are teaching virtually with no support for their 
own children.  The DM is aware of the issue and indicated that they would consider this as a 
possibility. 
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5. Vaccinations –The DM indicated that the government has updated its news release re 

vaccinations to include education workers in the group of workers that will be prioritized for 
the vaccination. The original version only referenced teachers and was an error. 
 

6. Establishment of an Advisory Board – The DM was asked if the government has made a 
decision on the Affiliate’s request for the establishment of an advisory board to address 
reopening transitions. The Affiliates urged consideration for this proposal and spoke about the 
need to ensure a reopening that is sustainable.  The DM indicated that she did not know if the 
government would establish a body but stated that they are always willing to discuss issues 
as this is an uncharted path. 
 

7. Missing Data for Holiday Period – The DM was asked to post the data of student cases that 
became known during the holiday period. The DM advised that there is data on the public 
page that outlines case outbreak for children by age for that period. The DM indicated that no 
other data was collected by boards during the holiday closure so they can’t post based on 
schools. Dr. Tepper advised that Local Public Health Units were tracking cases and were 
making links and doing follow-up. 

  
Sharon O’Halloran 
General Secretary 
 

 
For more information regarding this summary please contact the ETFO Local office by phone at 519-
474-3150 or by email at etfotvtl@etfothamesvalley.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
c. ETFO TVTL Released Officers 
 Terry Card, President, ETFO Thames Valley Occasional Teacher Local   
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